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Announcement of privatization in the

Paris area by the senior administration

Email of 23 June 2023.
French Customs missions Press release

Privatization in process...
A big step backward
for everyone!

Soon an archive image?A formal announcement via email
from the senior administration!

The axe fell soon after the Projet de loi douanes (Customs bill) was passed on June 22: the privatization of
the railway security is officially announced. This mission which is being carried out by the French customs
will be transferred to a private security company.
Thus, on that day, right before the weekend, the representative trade union organizations of the DI IDF - Direction
Interrégionale d’Ile-de-France (Interregional Directorate of Customs of the Paris area) received an explicit email
sent by the senior administration (see transcription in text box below).

Two customs units are directly impacted:
– The Brigade de surveillance intérieure du Trans-

Manche (BSI TM) in Paris Gare du Nord station.
– The  Brigade  de  surveillance  intérieure  in

Marne-la-Vallée (BSI MLV).

This  announcement  could  foreshadow  another  one
concerning the Direction Interrégionale des Hauts-
de-France (Interregional Directorate of Customs of the
Hauts-de-France)  and our  colleagues  carrying  out  the
same mission in Calais.
And for the record, 6 out of the 7 customs units of Calais
no longer appear on the map materializing the primary
customs zone according to the new drafting of Article 60
of the Customs Code1.

Content of the email sent 
to the trade union organizations by the DI IDF:

«Good morning,

I hereby inform you that, following the tender procedure of the
past  few months, SNCF Gares  et  Connexions has  decided to
award  the  contract  concerning  the  screening  of  passengers,
crew and luggage at Paris Gare du Nord and Marne-la-Vallée
terminals, to the SERIS company (https://seris.fr/fr).

A  meeting  between  the  company  officials  and  the  senior
management of the DI IDF is scheduled soon.

The Direction Régionale de Paris Est (Regional Directorate of
Customs of the eastern Paris aera) and the Direction Régionale
de Paris (Regional Directorate of Customs of Paris) will inform
the staff of the two impacted units as of next Monday.

Regards.»

Wages consequences: 
Job insecurity and exploitation everywhere, justification nowhere!

It will result in precariousness for both staffs, the customs staff as well as the private company staff. 

Customs officers:
Loss of salary: up to 150 euros a
month, 1800 euros a year!
Our  colleagues  will  not  be  in
charge  of  screening  the  luggage
with  X-ray  machines  anymore.
Therefore,  they  will  lose  the
allowance system linked to its use.

Private company:
Difference in salary with a civil servant: up to 300 euros a month!
Customs officer: After customs school graduation, a customs officer of
lower rank assigned to Paris earns about 2000 euros net per month, and
2200 after 10 years.
Private sector employee: The security officer doing the same job will be
paid about 1700 euros net per month. He will then earn 300 euros net
less per month than a civil servant.

The regalian State will then be nothing more than a last resort saftey net, essential for privatizing the future
profits while retaining a potential responsibility by overseeing this tranfer of mission. It  is one of so many
examples of the privatization of profits and socialisation of losses and risks. 

SOLIDAIRES Douanes has issued warnings about this for a long time2 : Without any real mobilization,
and as we foresaw, it seems that the senior administration will formally announce the transfer of the
railway security mission on Monday, 26 June 2023. The customs administration can rely on the reiterated
support of two trade union organizations. Mobilization is the only solution! There is a shortage of thousands of
security officers in the Paris area. What’s the point in doing without experienced customs officers? Therefore, a
strike notice for the civil service concerning all possible actions has been issued by SOLIDAIRES.

Paris, Friday, 23 June 2023.

1 Reference : Étude d'impact du projet de loi visant à donner à la douane les moyens de faire face aux nouvelles menaces (p204).
                      https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/dossierlegislatif/JORFDOLE000047439285/ 
2 See our guidebook here : http://solidaires-douanes.org/surete-ferroviaire 

Railway security & privatization
Email of 23 June 2023 – Press release

1/4

http://solidaires-douanes.org/surete-ferroviaire
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/dossierlegislatif/JORFDOLE000047439285/


Appendix n°1:
Security officer job description issued by the private company.
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Appendix n°2:
Security manager job description issued by the private company.
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Railway security:

Privatization in process...
A big step backward

for everyone!

Soon an archive image?

  Trade union SOLIDAIRES Douanes  
  Adress: 93 bis rue de Montreuil, boite 56

75011 PARIS 
  Phone: 01 73 73 12 50
  Website: http://solidaires-douanes.org
  Email: contact@solidaires-douanes.org
  Membership: solidaires-douanes.org/-adhesion-

A clear and sincere trade unionism!
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